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Receiving the 2010 Teaching Excellence Award from President Sakaki, personally, was both an honour and a pleasure. Following the 

presentation, we discussed the current English programme at TTI and further developments which will be made to it in future. These 
sounded very exciting and I was very pleased that he had invited me to join him for the discussion and that we could exchange our opinions 
in such a friendly manner. I look forward to contributing to and participating in the new curriculum very much.

The plaque itself is an impressively designed object and represents the high regard that both TTI and the students have for me. This 
makes me feel even more "at home" at TTI and gives me great pleasure. It also confirms that my course planning is appreciated by the 
students, particularly, who wrote such positive comments in their assessments of my teaching approach and lessons' contents. I will display 
it and treasure it with both pride and gratitude.

At all levels and on every course, I encourage my students to use their language skills confidently and naturally within the relaxed, but 
productive, contexts I create. Humour is ever-present and I establish a friendly rapport with the class from Lesson One, in order for all of us 
to have fun whilst learning and to make the more challenging tasks I will set them later less daunting and more enjoyable to complete and 
remember.

Fundamental to my planning of all courses is the awareness that TTI students are not English majors, but people who will recquire a 
sound knowledge of Technological Terminology and confident use of their General English skills when working in the International 
workplace. In future, they may work abroad or in laboratories with non-Japanese speaking colleagues. They may also have to attend 
meetings, demonstrations or lectures given in English and, indeed, give them themselves. I present as much relevant language input and 
practice for them to be equipped for such situations as possible and in as balanced a way as the level and subject of the course they are 
taking allow.

To help them achieve success in the various objectives that each course has, I monitor students attentively throughout the semester, note 
language points which need more revision, weaker members who recquire more assistance and give further guidance in how to develop 
skills more productively and accurately. 

This extends outside the classroom, too, as I regularly engage students in conversation, on campus, about their free-time activities and   
interests or answer questions on how best to overcome problems they may be encountering with their studies. This is just as rewarding for 
them as for myself. Their responses to the evaluation questionnaires and improved results in their TOEIC and End of Year Examinations 
give credence to this and I, certainly, enjoy such interaction.

I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to thank them and Toyota Technological Institute, once more,
for making it possible for me to be the chosen recipient of this Special Award and Splendid Crystal Plaque.
It is very important to me and this has all been a wonderful experience. 

Thank you all very much !
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