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[ am honored to receive the Teaching Excellence Award for three consecutive years.

[ offer my heartfelt thanks to my former and current students who nominated me for the Teaching Excellence Award and
to the President Hotate for conferring the Award.

It is an absolute honor and a privilege to join the “hall of fame” of prior “Teaching Excellence” winners for three
consecutive years, many of whom I have known, admired, and been inspired by from the start of my professional career
here at Toyota Technological Institute.

My previous award speeches were about teaching. Since [ won’ t be able to be nominated again for this award, I thought
I’ d share a little bit about Mario and how I ended up in teaching.

During my master course in Taipei, Taiwan, I applied for a job in a consulting firm in Singapore. I was invited to visit the
company in Singapore and have an interview. It was a very exciting time for me as it was not only my first visit to
Singapore, but also my first interview for an actual job.

At that time, there was no PDF, so I had to print my resume and bring it with me on the day of the interview. I spent 1
month preparing myself, studying about the company, rehearsing my speech and working on answering those difficult
questions they usually ask at an interview. I felt very ready, very confident and I even arrived in Singapore three days
before the interview, so that [ could see where the company was located, how to get there, see what kind of clothes the
workers were wearing, where the front desk was, how busy the elevators were in the morning rush and so on. I did
everything that would ease my tension before the interview, but I failed the interview. I didn’ t get the job. I didn’ t even
have an interview because I left my resume in my hotel room. No resume, no interview — the interviewer said. My dreams
just suddenly disappeared and I felt senseless, purposeless, lonely and sad.

After that episode in my life, I decided to come to Japan and pursue my other passion, learning languages. So, I started a
new life as a student in Japan and after completing the course, I got a job at a Japanese company which eventually
brought me here, to TTL

Mario Nonkovikj
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