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Dear incoming students,

It is a pleasure and honor to join in welcoming you to TTI. My name is Avrim Blum, and | am
Chief Academic Officer and Interim President of TTI-Chicago, also known as TTIC.

TTIC is your sister institution in the United States, in the city of Chicago, lllinois. We are a
Computer Science Graduate Research Institute, located on the campus of the University of
Chicago. We focus on Artificial Intelligence including Machine Learning, Computer Vision,
Natural Language Processing, Speech Technologies, and Robotics, as well as Computational
Biology and Theoretical Computer Science. We conduct research and train PhD students, and
we are very grateful for your institute’s role in the founding of TTIC over 20 years ago.

Our institutes have a strong relationship, with many research collaborations. TTI-Chicago also
hosts visiting students and interns from your campus, who participate in research activities, take
courses, interact with our students and faculty, enjoy our social activities, and take advantage of
the many cultural opportunities in Chicago. We also offer an annual online course for TTI
students in the spring, and many of our faculty enjoy visiting your campus when we can.

So, on behalf of my colleagues at TTIC, | would like to welcome you as newly-enrolled students
at TTI, congratulate you on being accepted to this prestigious university, and commend you for
taking this important step to pursue degrees focused in engineering, science, and technology.
These areas are very important to the world and our future, and your studies here will prepare
you well for rewarding and interesting careers, and to advance technology that can have
positive impacts on society.

You all have a great future ahead of you, and | am confident that you will make TTIl and your
families proud. (They are already proud of you). Congratulations again on beginning this
important and challenging journey, and best wishes for a great and exciting academic year.
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